EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


By 
Jj. F. Lenzo 


This May issue closes our publication 
year. We do not print this journal for 
the months of June and July. We do 
not close our files and forget them for 
two months, for if we did it may well 
take more than just a re-opening of 
them to get matters well in hand again. 

These next two months are devoted 
to soliciting advertising for the coming 
year. During this time we will be doing 
our best to sign up present advertisers 
for a new 10 month contract, and at 
the same time will be trying to get new 
advertisers to join our ranks. This is 
not a particularly easy task. Many 
national firms who regularly trade with 
Music Educators state that magazine 
advertising does not bring returns in 
large enough quantity to make the ex- 
penditure worthwhile. They believe this 
is true because they have very little 
actual response from ‘‘keyed’’ ads. 

TMEA members do read this journal, 
and they do take note of the ads. They 
do not make a rule of letting the ad- 
vertisers know they saw their ad in the 
Southwestern Musician. 

This little chiding is not meant to 
make you want to reach for your pen 


and paper to immediately start a writing 
campaign to all advertisers or pros- 
pective advertisers thanking them for 
their ads. Rather it is intended to make 
you keep the thought alive so that 
when you do find something of interest 
advertised in our journal, you will write 
for more information, or will ask for a 
demonstration of the new horn their 
company advertised in our journal 
during your visit to the exhibits at our 
next convention. Our annual budget 
for this publication runs about $40,000.00 
at present, and is expected to rise be- 
cause of increased costs. This figure is 
for production expenses (printing, mail- 
ing, postage, art, photo lab work, 
etc.) and does not cover any office ex- 
pense connected with putting out the 
journal. Our ad revenue for this year 
will be about $32,000.00. The more of 
this deficit we can recover from ad 
sales the better our journal can be. 


* * * 


Because of demands on our available 
space we have been holding a number 
of good articles. One of these I have 


included in this issue and it is an un- 
usual article for us since it deals with 
folk-dancing. On page 24 you will find 
**100 years of Cotton Eyed Joe’’ (no 
relation to yours truly ’though we share 
the same name). Those of you who are 
not Band Directors and are not sure 
which is your left or right foot, just 
ask your friendly band director to 
mark the top of your shoe with an ‘‘L”’ 
or an ‘‘R’’, and try kicking your way 
through some of the steps. You can 
find a suitable tune to go by on most 
any country-western radio station. 
(Note: When asking to have your shoes 
marked it is best to stick to a First, 
or even include a Second Division rated 
Marching Band Director, for a Third 
or worse rated Director may not know 
any more than you which is the left foot 
and which the right. Also avoid asking 
an Orchestra director since most of them 
relate to country music only as close 
as ‘‘Variations on Turkey in the Straw’’ 
with a tendency to favor the variation 
in 3/4. Do not ask this editor either, 
for if I was smart enough to know, I 
would have figured a better way of get- 
ting out of this non sequitur.) 
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